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postentitlement computations over the last few years have eliminated hundreds of thousands of errors. And,
while we have an error rate of less than 1 percent, | should point out that roughly 70 percent of Social Security
overpayments in the Old Age and Survivors program are due to the earnings test. While there will be short-term
costs to imple-ment the recent action by the House to repeal the earnings test at the normal re-tirement age, in
the long term it will free up resources now spent on administering that provision and collecting overpayments.
Also, from a policy standpoint, elimi-nating the earnings test at normal retirement age is the right thing to do.
As the baby boomers begin to retire, it is more important than ever that older Americans who are willing and
able to work should not have their Social Security benefits de-ferred when they do work. Because the
administration of the Disability programs is more complex, there is more case error in the Disability programs,
but accuracy trends there are also posi-tive. In fact, during this past fiscal year, improvements were noted in
every level of disability decision making for both awards and denials. A part of our plan for the long-term
management of the disability program includes engaging the services of an independent consultant to assist us
in assessing our quality assurance require-ments and developing options for improvement. On another crucial
front, | initiated a series of actions to attack the problem of the accuracy rate in the SSI program. The General
Accounting Office ( GAO ) has designated the SSI program as high risk, and action...
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