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to see shipwrecks, thought, with many others, that the
destruction generally attendant on such disasters was
irremediable; but he was now thoroughly convinced thai means
might be devised to prevent such wholesale destruction of
human life, within so short a distance from the shore. He
recollected that he had, about the year 1783, tin own a line, by
means of a small mortar, over Downham Church, in Norfolk;
and it struck him that he might, by the same means, throw a line
over a stranded vessel. After making many experiments, which
proved unsuccessful, he obtained the use of a mortar from the
Board of Ordnance; still he had to make numberless
experiments l)efore he could succeed in his object. The grand
difficulty lay in connecting the shot securely with the rope:
chains of every form were found liable to break on the
discharge; but...
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