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navigable canals are to be found at the outlets of the valleys of the Apennines, principally in the valleys of the
Arno, the Tiber and the Reno, so that it is easy to feed them. These canals are, unfortunately still in the state in
which our ancestors left them and are at the present time of but little importance. In order to improve them
and to supply them with a greater quantity of water, such as modern navigation demand - a commencement
has already been made - it will be necessary to provide for their feeding by constructing large dams to hold in
artificial lakes with a view to utilisation during summer, the winter floods, which are actually lost, or, what is
still worse, form marshes in the plains. It will be necessary to have recourse to artificial lakes, because the water
courses which come down from the Apennines, with very few exceptions, are very short of water during the
summer, the Apennines not having glaciers and neves like the Alps. The necessity of increasing the reserves of
water in order to feed the canals. Important undertakings are about to be commenced in Italy for the complete
reorganisation of inland navigation according to modern ideas. The construction of large dams to form
reservoirs in the high valley of the Arno, with a view to feeding the navigable way Florence-Pisa-Livourne has
already been planned, as also for Lake Trasimeno, for the navigation of the fiber, and in the high valleys of the
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